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extort higher wages than ever before. They were determined
to maintain these improved standards of living, but the em-
ployers were equally determined to return to peace conditions
as soon as possible. The battle was first joined over the coal-
mines. The miners demanded higher wages, shorter hours,
and the " nationalisation " of the mines. After much negotia-
tion, they gave notice that they would enforce these demands
by a strike, and the other members of the Triple Alliance
(§ 330) threatened to support them. At the last moment the
Government induced them to postpone action while the matter
was threshed out by a Royal Commission on which all parties
would be represented under the chairmanship of Mr. Justice
Sankey. After sitting for several weeks, a majority of the
Commission reported in favour of a modified advance in wages
and the purchase of the collieries by the State. These terms
satisfied the miners, and the strike was averted. Then it was
the turn of the railwaymen. Their wages had been doubled
by a war bonus, and the Government (which had taken control
over the railway system during the war) now proposed to
make some reduction. In this case the strike actually occurred,
and the transport system of the country came to a standstill
for over a week. In the end the men gained most of their
demands.
§ 339. the " suppressed nationalities " of the empire.
—The national feeling which had been one of the main causes
of the war was intensified rather than allayed in consequence
of it. This was made manifest not only by the birth of new
national-states in Europe and Asia, but also in the British Com-
monwealth. The emancipation of the " Daughter Nations "
was recognised by the fact that each of them sent its own
delegates to the Peace Conference, and became separate mem-
bers of the League of Nations. Britain has gladly acquiesced
in this growing independence; but in other parts of the
Empire nationalist aspirations led to bitter struggles in the
years immediately after the war.

